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New to the village, Tim and Mark are giving
an enthusiastic hello to everyone as they look
forward to reopening the doors of the Cottage
Tavern and meeting everyone in Ashorne and
surrounding areas
Due to the very strange last year and hold up
with changing of the leases, Tim and Mark will
have to wait until the end of June to reopen, but
they promise it will be worth the wait

The Cottage Tavern will also be introducing
Head Chef, Ryan who has spent the last few
months creating a beautiful menu with lots
of local produce and amazing flavours.

House ales will be from a North Cotswold
brewery in Ditchford, near Shipston on Stour
and feature the characterful Shagweaver and
Greenman. The most popular will become the
full-time ale.

So, coinciding with wider socialising, let’s say
welcome back to our pub again.

May is typically a busy month for Parish Councils;
what with the requirement to run the Annual and
Parish meetings we also start preparing for the
Internal Auditor to review our working processes.

To recap on what has been happening:
On 5 May, the Council met at the Parish meeting
(also know as the Assembly), the Annual meeting
(aka the AGM) and an Ordinary meeting. Here are
the highlights:
• 5 members of the public attended the Parish
Meeting and talked to us about their concerns over
planters and erosion of the village green. A number
of actions have come out of the meeting for us to
think about. The first one, to remove the planters,
which were a bit of an eyesore has been completed
thanks to Cllr Thomas Hiorns.
• Paul Brazel has been re-elected as the Parish
Council Chairman, and Stephen Bolton has been
re-elected as Vice Chairman.
• The Council approved a new Grants and Do-
nations policy which is available on our website
under Legal & Policy.
• Jim the Lengthsman has done a smashing job
reinstating the path and clearing the hedge up in
The Holloway by the allotments. We feel very
lucky to have his services to call upon.

TO LOOK FORWARD:
• Bill Wooliscroft will be carrying out our
Internal Audit on 27 May. The audit will examine
our working processes to ensure that the Council

is working within its legal
framework and that we are
protecting the monies entrusted to us. The results
of the audit will be published after our next
meeting in July.
See the draft meeting minutes from May on the
noticeboards and website for more information.

FURTHER NEWS
We regret to report that Cllr Malcolm Whyte
resigned from the Council on the 6 May.
Although Malcolm lives in Moreton Morrell and
has many things to keep him busy, he has served
our Parish as both a Councillor and Chairman
over the years. Current Chairman Paul Brazel
thanked Malcolm for his service, for sharing his
knowledge and experience and for his calm and
collected approach. Councillors and the Parish
Clerk all join together to send their thanks and
gratitude to Malcolm and wish him well
with his next endeavours.

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
(All meetings begin at 19.30)
• July 7 Ordinary, venue to be confirmed.
If you have any questions or suggestions for the
Parish Council or have a new year’s resolution to
become an allotment holder please email me at
npapcclerk@gmail.com.
BEVERLEY THORPE
Parish Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer
Visit our website at www.npapc.co.uk

PARISH CLERK’S UPDATE

Getting ready for opening – Tim & Mark

Storm clouds over Newbold Pacey

THE VILLAGE HALL
Reopening and Forthcoming events
Progress so far
We are delighted that some activities have been
able to resume already and that the Baby Spa
and Ballet Classes are taking place again. It was
good that the hall could be used for the recent
elections and we are looking forward to the
resumption of Table Tennis in the coming weeks.

By the time you read this the Events Committee
will have held an Hawaiian BBQ and Boules
outdoor event on Sunday May 23, we are
keeping our fingers crossed for good weather!

The Next Steps
After June 21 it is hoped that, in line with

government advice, the hall will be able to

The Village Pub to Reopen in June

open fully for all kinds of events, indoor and
outdoor without the current limits on numbers.

Celebration Event
We are planning on July 10 to celebrate the end
of lockdown and also to celebrate (belatedly) the
Centenary of a Village Hut being given to the
village. This event is being planned as an afternoon
street party with tea boxes provided In the evening
we are hoping to hold a pig roast and tickets will
be available soon to include food and entertain-
ment. Full details of this and other planned
events will be made available once the COVID
restrictions have been finally lifted.

Bookings and Enquiries
If you would like to enquire about booking
the hall please contact Chris Thornton
on 01926 651436 or via jimandchris@gmail.com

Items for the next
edition of VHN...

If you have news or
views (that are
printable) and our
regular contributors –
please send to:
Chris Thornton on
jimandchris@gmail.com
by 15th July.
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WI Report
April & May
We started our newWI year with new
President Helen Oakley, 20 existing and five new
members. Hailing from Ashorne, Moreton
Morrell, Lighthorne Rough, Ladbrook and
Shipston proving that you don’t have to live in
Newbold Pacey or Ashorne to be part of our WI.

Our members have been busy baking for
Easter Saturday andMay Day homemade cake
sales on the Green. Thanks to friends, neigh-
bours and passing runners for their support we
raised £320 to support our activity programme
for the year. We’ve also been busy collecting food-
stuff for Leamington Winter Support Night
Shelter and were pleased to deliver it to LWS
volunteers at the community hall next to St John’s
Church in Tachbrook Street, Leamington.
We continue to meet on zoom and our April
speaker was Positive Change coach Liz Doyle
who encouraged us to stop criticising ourselves,
let the past go and practice forgiveness. The
session prompted much discussion amongst
members with many of us staying online to chat
for over an hour after the speaker had signed
off. In May we had our business meeting, a
members front door quiz and chatted, getting
to know our new members.
Our Walking Group had a lovely ramble
around Harbury and Ufton Pools in April and
in May we’ll be doing Newbold Comyn to Off-
church.Our Craft and Chat Group are looking
forward to 17 May when they can meet in each
other’s houses working on new knitting projects.
Big news for May is that we have set up a
Gardening Group. We have part of a plot on the
Ashorne allotments that we aim to turn into a
wildlife haven – fruit, vegetables, flowers and

somewhere to sit and enjoy our lovely country-
side. Lots of plans and hard work ahead.
WI Homemade cakeswill be on sale again on
Saturday 5 June 10:30am, The Green, Ashorne.
We’d love to see you if you’re passing. Please
observe social distancing, wear a mask at the stall
and bring loose change and your own container
for taking cakes away.
At our June Zoom meetingwe will be
discussing how best to raise awareness of and
promote the National WI resolution ‘Early
detection of ovarian cancer’ then we’ll be
welcoming speaker,Di Vernon, midwife turned
blacksmith. In July we hope to be back in Ashorne
Village Hall and have booked Cotswold artist
Irene Tyackwho will show us her creations
with Yellow Hat Tribe characters. So, lots to
look forward to.
We’re still open for new members and
guests – maybe online before in person!
Contact Trish by phone for a chat or email:npan
dawi@gmail.com if you want to find out more.

For a membership fee of less than £1 per week,
members can expect 11 meetings per year and
Federation and National WI magazines without
extra cost. Opportunities to sign up for extra
trips, talks and workshops run by Warks Federa-
tion, WI Denman online and other WIs will be at
your own cost. As a WI member you are part of
the largest women’s voluntary organisation in
the world. There are around 206,000 members in
6,200 WIs across the UK.
Stay well, stay safe everyone.
TRISH HANDSLEY, President 01926 651978
Newbold Pacey & Ashorne WI
Npandawi@gmail.com Facebook: Newbold
Pacey & Ashorne WI – Warwickshire
Instagram: @Newboldpaceyandashornewi

Ashorne and Moreton
Morrell Cricket Club
The 2021 cricket season has commenced, with
the Club playing some home games in April,
earlier in the season than ever before in its
history, due to the incredibly dry weather
throughout the month.

Now May has arrived, so, it seems, has the
rain. We have managed a handful of early games
and are unbeaten in League cricket, although two
games have been lost to the weather.

Many villagers have commented to our
groundsmen, Chris and Steve, how fabulous the
ground is looking, which is testament to their
hard work and diligence.

We remain grateful, too, that dog owners
continue to act responsible and remove dog litter.

You may have seen the finishing touches being
applied to the replacement veranda and bridge.
This was made possible mainly via a substantial
and generous donation fromDaemon Fire and
also through the hard work and skill of two club
membersDave and James Cutts (AKA Cutts &
Son).
Other projectswere also undertaken during

the winter, including new guttering and a general
external redecoration. Some of the outer reaches
have also been 'reclaimed' in an effort to tidy
the appearance of the ground generally, for the
benefit of all visitors.

Let us now hope for some sunny weather –
everyone is welcome to the ground at any time to
come and support the Club (Covid restrictions
permitting) and being outdoors ... what could be
better?
Anyone interested in joining the Club

is encouraged to check
out the Club's website for
more details associated
with training and mem-
bership, etc, or just ring
me on 01789 840504.
MARK FREEMAN
A&MMCC
Hon. Secretary

““TThheerree’’ss  aa  RRaatt  iinn  mmyy  ccoommppoosstt  wwhhaatt  
aamm  II  ggoonnnnaa  ddoo??”” Simple answer is - not a lot!

I bought two ‘Dalek’ type compost bins a coupe of
years ago. With Rats in mind I wired the borrows. I never
put cooked food in the bins, mainly vegetable and green
garden waste, so nothing very appetising for a Rat really.
The wire kept them out for a couple of years, then secu-
rity was breached. I noticed that the heap was being

turned bigtime rotting stuff from the bottom being
brought to the top while fresh stuff was being buried.
The Rat is turning the heap looking for morsels of any-
thing edible. Living on the edge of the country park 
Rats will always be a feature and we’ll work the heap 
together and I do make cracking compost.

By the start of April most of the white flowers in the
hedgerow were BBllaacckktthhoorrnn (Sloe). It’s often a turbulent
time for the weather. My Dad and Grandad would often
talk about a ‘Blackthorn Winter’. “You can’t trust it”, they
would say, “we could even get snow!” And we did. (cont)

NNaattuurree  NNootteess

HHaawwtthhoorrnnss next, that should calm it down. DDaammssoonn  
bblloossssoommss out as the Birch catkins sway in the cold
breeze. None of this is good news for people with pollen
allergies though.

Just remembered back in mid-March, I walked
past an empty greenhouse. The door was open just
enough to let a small bird in. Inside was a GGrreeeenn  WWaarrbblleerr
flitting about. I slowly opened the door and moved round
the back of the greenhouse outside. The little Warbler
flew out - phew! It may have been a Wood Warbler or 
a Willow Warbler or a Chiffchaff. It was an early one at
that. Within a few days I heard my first CChhiiffffcchhaaffff so,
maybe that’s what it was.

On 8th of April I heard the familiar chatter of a 
SSwwaallllooww as it dashed by me in Lighthorne. With regular
north winds it was a surprise to see one. 

The JJaacckkddaawwss habits are changing with the longer
days. Instead of leaving the village in the twilight they
hang around still building their nests and often keeping
an eye on me if I’m in the garden. The braver ones will

come close to get attention. Their training of me has 
paid off because they usually get some food. They are
taking more food on board, building themselves up for
egg laying and chick feeding that’s heading their way.

There’s a pair of BBlluuee  TTiittss busily nesting up above the
outhouse door - same box that’s been used for three
years. It faces north.

Back in March I heard and saw one of my HHeeddggeehhooggss
in the back garden. Foods going out now each night
around 9-ish. I’m hoping another one will turn up. 
Everything’s starting up again in more ways than one.
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