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As I scribble this it’s still May. I think it’s my 
favourite month. We stand at the end of Spring 
looking through the doorway of Summer. 
Everything is buzzing or bursting. The Keck (Cow 
Parsley) pushes skywards amongst the Nettles and 
Comfrey. Keck is not poisonous to humans but it 
is so similar to deadly Hemlock, I wouldn’t risk a 
taste of it.

As far as Hedgehogs go, we had two more brought 
to us by the lovely Jane and Pete. That’s now ten 
released. I roughly know where three of them are. 
The pair that “went a-courtin’” over the hedge 
at the bottom of the garden, did their mating 
routine for several nights so I hope its mission 
accomplished and there may be tiny pricklers 
about soon. If so, it’ll probably be the first time in 
over fifty years. The other Hedgehog has been a 
bit of a traveller. It’s managed to cross three large 
gardens, a single-track road and a bit busier road 
to make its home in a woodpile in another garden. 
I think the ‘soft release’ with food and housing 
was laughed at by the Hedgehogs as they wander 
around what must be heaven.

Oh, the Parakeet that stayed for a few days, it did 
leave. I heard it down the road near Moreton 
Morrell heading south. I bet all it wanted was to 
find another Parakeet, sad really. Maybe it will hear 
one in an avery and be recaptured. At least it won’t 
be lonely.

We’ve been so lucky recently to be able to watch a 
family of Foxes. Now I know people have a ‘love 

hate’ feeling with them.  All I can say is where the   
Foxes are there has been a bit of a Rat explosion. 
Rats could be seen and heard every night and 
young ones were out and about in daylight. No 
sooner had the Fox pair had their Cubs and started 
feeding them, the Rats disappeared. There was a 
beautiful little tortoiseshell cat called Lottie who 
lent a paw. The Cubs at this point are smaller than 
the average cat and two of them are tiny. They play 
and jump over each other, hide behind rocks, Lay 
flat like a Border Collie and generally leap about. 
Now and then they are joined by the Vixen. On 
one occasion the Dog Fox arrived with a small cub 
trotting behind him. If the Cubs have food they 
have the habit of pushing their bottoms against a 
rival cub, reversing into them and holding them off 
whilst eating. They are classed as vermin but where 
they are at the moment, they are eating everything 
else classed as vermin so they are doing more good 
than harm.

If you read the last scribble you may remember the 
Jackdaw that was building a nest in the outhouse. 
Well, two weeks of almost nonstop twig collecting 
and building came to . . . . . . .. . nothing! The book 
tells you both sexes build but I only ever saw one 
Jackdaw, never two, so I wonder if the male became 
obsessed with his project taking all his time over 
it but didn’t get planning permission from his 
partner, then conceded it was not the best idea after 
all! Ring any bells chaps?

Follow me on Instagram steviespics56

May Nature Column
Steve Harvey 

The Ashorne Whist Championship, which ran 
from September to April, was won by Sheena 
Bennett from Southam with 1713 points from her 
best 10 scores.

It was an extremely close-run competition with 18 
points covering the top three positions. Runner-up 
was Ron Stott from Rugby and third was Sheila 
Wyatt from Ashorne.  Olive Wathew from Barford 
had the distinction of winning the Lowest Single 
Score trophy with 127 points.
The Highest Single Score trophy, amazingly, was a 
tie between our new champion, Sheena Bennett, 
Margaret Loman from Wellesbourne and John 
Slater from Ilmington. Each scored 183 points.
If you would like to join us for a Thursday evening of friendly whist, ring Jim on 651436 or Sheila on 651762 or just turn up. 
Dates are on the village hall notice board or the village website https://ashornevillage.weebly.com/whist.html.

Ashorne whist 
championship

WI Community Coffee Mornings 
in Ashorne Village Hall 

First Saturday of the month - 10am – midday 

1st June, 6th July, 3rd August, 7th September, 5th 
October, 2nd November, 7th December.   

Saturday Coffee Mornings with homemade cake, 
a steaming cuppa, toasted teacakes dripping with 
butter, newspapers to read, books, cakes and 
often plants to buy – what is not to like?

This is a community initiative from Newbold 
Pacey & Ashorne WI to raise funds for the 
group’s Centenary celebrations during 1919. 

Everyone welcome - as are homemade/home-
grown donations for the produce table.

Contacts:  Trish Handsley and Heather Jack      
npandawi@gmail.com

THE VILLAGE HALL
Good News!
Thanks to a great deal of hard work by Kate 
Freeman, we have been awarded a grant by 
BIFFA for the refurbishment of the toilets to 
make them fully wheelchair accessible. We hope 
that work will start shortly.
We have purchased a large screen for the end 
wall in the hall. This is suitable for film shows 
and presentations.
Forthcoming events
• Village BBQ and walk 13th or 14th July  
• Village Show 26th August –  
• Apple Pressing  21 October  
• Film Afternoons 6 October and 17 November  
• Wreath Making Workshop   5 December
• New Year’s Breakfast – 1st January

Coffee Morning in aid of Myton Hospice 
Committee Room, Ashorne Village Hall 

10:30am – 12:00 on the first Wednesday of the month. 

Contact: Pam Cook, Cilla Cook



THE PARISH COUNCIL
I am delighted to share with you that on the 
evening of 15th May the Annual Meeting of 
the Parish Council took place which set the 
foundations for the forthcoming year.  This 
meeting followed swiftly on the heels of the 
recent elections to the Parish Council at which 
Stephen Bolton, Malcolm Whyte, Paul Brazel 
and Lee Tranter were elected as your Parish 
Councillors. David Johnston and Andrew 
Marshall decided to step down at this election 
and the Parish Council would like to record 
its thanks to them, on your behalf for their 
support, dedication and surefooted approach 
over recent years. 
At that meeting I was elected as the new 
Chair of the Parish Council and very much 
look forward to working with Stephen, Paul, 
Lee and yourselves to take the Parish Council 
business forward. This small team will be 
ably supported by Cat Price as the Clerk to 
the Parish Council but we do still have some 
vacancies which we hope to fi ll shortly. If you 
are interested in fi nding out about what is 
involved in becoming a Parish Councillor, we 
would be delighted to talk to you at any time. 
There were two further meetings on the same 
evening. Firstly, the Annual Parish Meeting 
at which the local police team spoke to us 
and we received a number of other reports 
including the annual accounts and a very 
helpful and wide-ranging report from Anne 
Parry on district and county matters. Finally, 
we conducted the regular Parish Council 
Meeting so it was a busy evening! 
I hope all the governance documents we 
approved at the Annual Meeting will be on 
the website soon (www.npapc.co.uk). In the 
meantime, if we can help you in any way 
please either email Cat Price  the NPAPC 
Clerk npapcclerk@gmail.com, or myself 
malcolm.whyte55@gmail.com. or come along 
to our next meeting in the village hall on 3rd 
July at 7.30. 
Malcolm Whyte

Pop-Up Restaurant at Newbold Pacey Church
Roll up for ‘Bistro St George’, our fi rst ever 
Pop-Up Restaurant and Fun Foodie Quiz in 
Newbold Pacey Church at 7.30pm on Saturday, 
June 1st .
Star chefs Nigel and Lisa Hyde will be back in 
harness, producing a delicious home-cooked 
three-course meal, including selection of puds, 
vegetarian options and glass of wine or soft 
drinks including home-pressed elderfl ower 
cordial. Other dietary requirements including 
vegan and gluten-free meals available if notifi ed 
when tickets are booked. Solo diners, couples 
or groups equally welcome.
For tickets, price £15 in aid of St George’s 
please ring Sally: 07860-346878 or email  
newboldstgeorge@gmail.com

Summer Lunch
Pam Cook and Margaret Freeman are 
organising a Summer Lunch at Newbold 
Pacey Church on Saturday June 29th at 12.30 
pm.  Selection of dishes, including vegetarian 
options plus mouth-watering puds and soft 
drinks.
For more details and tickets, price £8, call Pam on 
01926-651508 or Margaret on 01926-651592.

Date for your diaries: 
Illustrated talk by WW1 historian Sir Andrew 
Hamilton from Walton
Sir Andrew, a generous supporter of St 
George’s, is giving a fascinating illustrated 
talk on the Aftermath of the First World War 
in Ashorne Village Hall at 7pm on Thursday 

WI Report
On the last weekend in March, in glorious 
sunshine, WI members were out around our 
Parish picking up 40kg of litter as part of the 
Great British Spring Clean 2019 campaign.  
30kg of this was able to be recycled by Stratford 
District Council.  We believe that litter degrades 
the beauty of our environment, harms wildlife 
and is not acceptable.   

Early April and we had a fascinating tour around 
Chavenage House, near Tetbury.  This 500 year 
old Elizabethan manor house which hosted 
Oliver Cromwell in the 1640s has in more recent 
times been used as a fi lm location for the Poldark 
family pile, Trenwith.  Sadly, we did not bump 
into Aiden Turner and missed Bill Nighy by 
two days but had a pleasant Cotswold tea and 
a lovely day out with members of our twinned 
Warwickshire WI, Tredington & Blackwell.  

At our April members meeting we welcomed 
Harry Duffi n, an amusing and light-hearted 
speaker with excellent stories of his life and 
journey to becoming a successful script 
writer for TV shows such as Eastenders and 
Coronation Street.

Just before our May meeting, we gathered on 
The Green in Ashorne dressed to celebrate, for 
an offi cial WI Centenary photograph with our 
new banner.  Not all of our 26 members could 
be present but they were there in spirit.  We 
spent the rest of the evening discussing and 
voting on WI Resolutions to go forward to our 
Annual Meeting in Bournemouth in June.  This 
year the resolutions concern issues relevant to 
many of our members - the decline in local 
bus services and the fall in number of women 
attending for cervical screening.  

In June we are looking forward to getting some 
personal styling tips from Susan Rasmussen 
then in July Trevor Langley will be talking us 

through the history of Warwick.

If you fancy having a re-style or 
brushing up on local history, or just 
coming out for a chat and a cuppa, 
do come along and give us a try - 2nd 
Thursday of the month, 7:30pm in 
Ashorne Village Hall.  We have a year 
full of fun ahead and are keen to 
welcome guests and new members at 
any of our meetings. 

Trish Handsley, President Newbold Pacey & 
Ashorne WI     npandawi@gmail.com

WI Craft & Chat Group
Committee Room, Ashorne Village Hall – every 
Tuesday 10am – midday

Come along with your current knitting or 
sewing project and join us for a cuppa.  We will 
be working on our WI centenary wall hanging, 
knitting cardigans for premature babies at War-
wick Hospital as well as little hats for the Age UK 
‘Big Knit’ charity project. 
Contact:  Trish Handsley, Krys Pietrecki  
npandawi@gmail.com

September 19th. The talk, in aid of the church 
will include original research he has unearthed 
while working on his next book, on the post-
WW1 Remembrance, featuring local individuals 
and regiments, the clearing of the battlefi elds, 
how the bereaved families honoured their loved 
ones and  King George V’s pilgrimage in 1922 
with Queen Mary, to visit the major battle sites. 
Sir Andrew, whose grandfather Captain Robert 
Hamilton helped to instigate the Christmas 
Truce, is an authority on the period and 
demand for tickets is always high. Tickets price 
£15, include home-cooked buffet supper and 
wine/ soft drinks after the talk.

To book or for more details contact Sally: 01926-651277 
or 07860-346878, or email newboldstgeorge@gmail.com

Newbold Pacey Church Treasurer
Although Krys Pietrecki has kindly acted as 
our Treasurer for some time, the position is 
still vacant. If you or anyone you know might 
be interested in this vital part-time role, please 
email newboldstgeorge@gmail.com or contact a 
PCC member. Advice and training given.

Sponsoring a chair at Newbold Pacey Church
If you would like to sponsor an upholstered 
chair in church to commemorate a special event 
or loved one, please email newboldstgeorge@
gmail.com or contact a member of the PCC 
(details on back of parish magazine) Chairs cost 
around £90,  including plaque and inscription. 
To keep costs down for sponsors, we need a 
minimum order of 10 chairs.

ST GEORGE’S CHURCH
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Two of our newest 
members Purdie 

Proudman and Becca 
Veasey with our new 

W.I. banner.  
In our centenary year, 

we will be using our 
banner to promote our 

W.I. at events around 
the county this summer


